DERMATOLOGY. 


739 


the previously debilitated condition of the patient as furnishing a soil favor¬ 
able for infection. Experimental inoculations practiced upon animals pro¬ 
duced in one instance hemorrhages into the lungs, in others the characteristic 
picture of infection with the colon bacillus. 

Mixed Sclerodermia.— H. Radcliffe-Crocker ( British Journal of Der¬ 
matology, January, 1899), at a meeting of the Dermatological Society of Great 
Britain and Ireland, exhibited a patient with the atrophic form of morphoea 
upon the chest and perceptible hardening of the deltoid and triceps, espe¬ 
cially on the left side. Improvement, to a certain extent, had occurred 
under treatment. The skin over the chest was much atrophied. The ex¬ 
hibitor regarded the case as going far to prov e that superficial morphoea and 
deep sclerodermia were only variations of the same process. 

Multiple Cutaneous Lupus Following Measles. — Adamson {British Jour¬ 
nal of Dermatology, January, 1899) reports a case of verrucose lupus, with 
multiple lesions, occurring in a boy three years of age, in which the erup¬ 
tion was said to have appeared first during an attack of measles when the 
patient was two years of age. The lesions appeared simultaneously, and 
since the first eruption there had been no new lesions, although the old ones 
had grown larger. The eruption consisted of raised, purplish-brown patches, 
from a tenth to a quarter of an inch in diameter. Many were scaly, and 
those upon the hands were warty. They were most abundant upon the right 
elbow, the right wrist and hand, on both knees, and the right ankle and 
foot. Later the patient was treated for post-pharyngeal abscess and hip- 
joint disease. There was no family history of tuberculosis. 

An Affection of the Skin Due to the Demodex Folliculorum.-— DeAmicis 
(British Journal of Dermatology, January, 1899), at the annual meeting of the 
Italian Society of Dermatology and Syphilography, described a parasitic 
affection of the skin due to the demodex folliculorum, which appeared as a 
pigmented patch of a caf4-au-lait color upon the chin and lip of a woman, 
aged twenty-seven years. The discoloration was at first thought to be due 
to the microsporon furfur,, but this fungus could not be found. Large num¬ 
bers of demodex were present, however, and treatment directed to the removal 
of this organism was followed by the gradual disappearance of the pigmen¬ 
tation. Majocchi likewise had seen two cases in which the demodex had 
been found in pigmentation of the skin accompanied by slight desquamation. 

Tuberculous Folliculitis.— Kracht ( Annales de DermaMogie et de Syphili- 
graphie, 1898, No. 12), at a seance of the Dermatological Society of Moscow, 
presented a youth, aged seventeen years, with an abundant eruption upon 
the face, the backs of the hands, the extensor surface of the forearms, the 
buttocks, the knees, and over the tendo Aehillis. The anterior surface of 
the forearms was entirely, the trunk almost, free. The eruption consisted 
of millet-seed-sized, bright-red, umbilicated nodules, covered with a small 
crust. Between the lesions were numerous small cicatrices. The eruption 
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began as a macular one, but the macules were soon transformed into papules, 
and later into crusts. The disease was accompanied by slight itching. 

A Papular Persistent Dermatosis. — Johnston (Journal of Cutaneous and 
Genito-urinary Diseases , February, 1899), under the above title, reports a case 
of a hitherto undescribed affection. A woman, aged fifty-two years, suffered 
from a papulo-vesicular eruption scattered over the face and limbs. On the 
face it occupied the central portions—forehead, cheek, lips, and chin. On 
the extremities the extensor surfaces were affected. The lesions varied from 
a pin-head to a third of an inch in size, and were rose-red at first, but became 
grayish-white later from thickening of the horny layer of the epidermis. 
They began subcutaneously, involving the epidermis only after a consider¬ 
able length of time. There was marked itching, so violent as to prevent 
sleep. Examination of excised lesions showed that the entire corium was 
affected by an inflammatory process of a chronic character, a special and 
peculiar feature of which was the involvement of the medullated nerves of 
the reticular layer. The epidermis was only secondarily involved, the chief 
changes being great increase in the horny layer and the formation of a vesicle 
near the centre of the papule, through degeneration of the prickle-cells. The 
author regards the malady as a neurotic inflammation more closely related 
to the prurigo of Hebra than to any other recognized skin affection. 

Malignant Growths Arising from Pigmented Moles.— Gilchrist ( Jour¬ 
nal of Cutaneous and Genito-urinary Diseases, March, 1899) reports two cases 
of melano-carcinoma, one of which certainly, the other probably, began in 
a pigmented mole. The first case occurred in a full-blooded negro, aged 
fifty-eight years, and the primary growth was followed by numerous metas- 
tases in the skin, the superficial lymphatic glands being unaffected even up 
to the time of death. Although there was no history of a mole having been 
present at the site of the primary lesion, the author thinks it probable that 
the neoplasm began in such a growth. The second case began in a pig¬ 
mented mole upon the face. In connection with these two cases a study of 
the histology of pigmented moles was made, especially with regard to their 
origin; and as the result of this study the author is in accord with Unna 
that the epithelioid cells of which moles are chiefly composed are of epider¬ 
mal origin. Any malignant growth originating from these cells, therefore, 
must be regarded as carcinomatous, not sarcomatous. 

Trophic Dermatosis following Fractures. — Zeisler (Journal of Cuta¬ 
neous and Genito-urinary Diseases, July, 1898) calls attention to certain trophic 
alterations which he has observed after fractures. Having had the misfor¬ 
tune to fracture his right femur, he observed that the growth of the nails 
upon the toes of the corresponding side ceased for six weeks. In addition 
to the suspension of the growth of the nails, small isolated, deep-seated vesi¬ 
cles, which itched intensely, developed upon the sole of the right foot. 
These the author believes resulted from the altered nutrition of the limb 
following upon the fracture. He also reports a case of papulo-vesicular 
eruption following shortly after a fracture of the radius in a baby. 



